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1 <leQting the Town Councils and e 
tives in Parliament, fon the Royal Burghs of Scot- 
land, have long been the ſubjeck of general and juſt 
complaint. Syſtems, which Tublngwe our Burghs to 
the abſolute direction and government of a few men, 
fſelf-eleted, and totally independent of the great 
1 of the burgeſſes and inhabitants, are ſurely 
abſurd, iniquitous, and oppreſſive; and re- 
aten to every principle of juſtice, of cealon, and 
ery. -:...- 

". Ts illuſtrate the truth of this. Position, we malt 
* conſider, - briefly, the nature and tendency of 
theſe ſyſtems; and in treating of this fubjeQ, we 
ſhall, Tor the ſake of perſpicuity, divide. it into two 
parts, or branches. In the firſt, we ſhall ſpeak of 
the election of Town-councils,—In the ſecond, of 
the election of the Repreſentatives in Parliament,-— 
and, by way of concluſion, we ſhall point out the 
Wo national advantages which muſt certainly re- 

ult from a. ee <A of our Login, N 
. | ts 
: 3.05 the Elac, on of FI clas n is an in- 
diſputable maxim, that the perſons who have pur- 
chaſed their admiſſion into, er who contribute to- 
wards the ſupport of any ſociety, bwve a right to no- 
minate thoſe men to whom the management of the 
e of that ſociety ſhall. be committed. — 
2 „ dp OREN This 
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| This ne holds 8500 in Abe rading 
erte, companies, both in this country and . 
nations. In theſe ſocieties, it is the univerſal and 
_ Invariable rule, that the individual holders of ſhares 
in the dmmon fund, have a voice in the appoint- 
ment of thoſe perſons who are entruſted: with the 
direction of the public buſinefs of the company.— 
. every other fociety, inſtituted for whatever pur- 
1 117575 the ſame rule is, or ought to be uniformly obe 
fetved. lt is alſo a maxim in politics, which is Sing | 
monſtrated by experience, and grounded on an-ac- - 
cCurate obſervation of human nature,“ That gevern- 
ing men ought not to hold their power i in an ab- 
- ſolute independence of the people g other- 
, wiſe they will generally diſregard the welfare of 
dont the people; and purſue plans of ſeparate” intereſt. 
4 or gratification for themſelves and their aſſoclatet N 
. 1⸗ all free ſtates, therefore, it has been eſtabliſhed 
zs a fündamental regulation; that'thegovernore ſhould 
Be elected by the "governed, and he | nam t o 175 


them for their eondu es. 
Let us now compare, with wee e the - 

| conſtitution of our e oyal Burgbs. Are the mem 
bers of our Councils eleQed by us the Burgeffes 2— 
Axe they accountable to us ſar their conduct? Have 
We, the Burg ſes, any ſhare in the diſpoſal or ma- 

nagement ang our public funds? — To each of theſe 
queſtions, every Gentleman, to whom we now ad: 
dteſs ourſelves, mult, without helitation, return a ne- 
_ gative auſwer. We all know, Gentlemen, from fad 
experience, that, by the prefent Tyitems, the Coun- 
ils of the Burghs of Scotland are allowed to elect 
their ſucceſſors in office ;* - have the abſolute ma- 1 
ene ol the Burgh-revenues 3 and are not ac- 
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of "Tis true,” in dime becbens the nde of corpora. > 
ions have the right of electing their Deacons, but this fight ig. 
MH fetrered and reſtticted Ward Councils, nal it is really no. 


__mrixiieoc at all. 3 * 
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unable 1 e Biirgeſſos/ f for. chile wiipplictios | 
CAE Bok” . or:embezalements:of thels revenues. +: ins; 
* 5 Hlere then is 2 defeription of a goverment totally ; 
| repugnant/ te every. .maxim- of true poliey, in which 
the rulers are wholly independent of the ruled; But - 
„ ber us proſecute this ſubject a little farther, and let 
nus attend to the conſequences of ſuch ſyſtem. 
The Magiſtrates and Councils, by being thus ſuf⸗ 
HITS, 3 to nominate their fueceſſors in o have it im 
J © "their power to continue themſelves, or thęir adhe- 
rents, in the adminiſtration, as long as they may 
cChuſe . Thus juntos and parties ars formed in the 
N feveral burghs, who, by electing themſelves. from 
year to years become, as it were, the perpetusl gover . 
nors of theſe communities ; and the injured burgeſſes 
f being wholly excluded from every participation in 
35 public affairs, — being reduced to mere cyphers in wel 
ſociety, have no remedy. left for the correction 
ahuſes. “ Pheſe juntos and parties have the uncon- 
troulable management of all public buſineſs, have 
ttzjhe ſole exereiſe of the judicative and magiſtrative 
powers, have the abſolute diſpoſal of the , 
venues, and of all places of truſt: and of profit in the: 
-,.*} av of the. burghs 'Theſe men, in their magiſtratical! 
5 capacities, may abuſe their power, may peculate-the 
575 . revenues, and yet, however odious they may 
| to the body of the burgeſſes, they can, by the pre- 
fent mode of election, retain- their ſeats* in the: 
Council in ſpite of every effort to remove them . 
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| _ not then, Gentlemen, our ſituation moſt i . 
gh £5 fog, thus dv erte fo > pgs, the 1 n N 

5 85 N 2 1 : + Fi * 345 1 7 1 1 SE 2 + ” - - & x ; is TH. 6 
' | +. ® Nothing is more -defiryMve to a . than the con-- 

| : Aanagee of authority too long i in the ſame hands. It always: 

tempts men to abuſe power; and. ſubverts that ſueceſſive change 

of Magiſtraey which is the fundamental conſtitution. of all equali 

_ - "governments, where the whole community: ouzhr to have their 

turns of commanding and obeying. Moyle's Trat. | 
Ses Letters: of ene n the e er 
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| oecd to mention. 
The eee ne! 
whboud any check-or cont: 
eur Burghs. Phe men in wh ve tri af being. 


| | aftuated'by a-defire to advance the public welfare. 
exhibit to us, by their conduct, that they are influ. 
enced only by narrow, ſelfiſh, mercenary principles x 
that/they, have no other objects i in vie, but to pro- 
mote their own em- e at- the expence of 
the common. good be internal police of tha 
Burghs is almoft totally neglected.— The public re- 
venues are feldom 140 out for the benefit of, the: 
community, but either ſhamefully embezaled . ο] - | 


waſted in; rioting and en for which every 
Logs is laid-bold of; —or-proſtituted to the vile!pur- 


oſes of. ſecuring to the factions ãn power that politicak 1 
fluence,. ſo unjuſt ” uſurgedy, ſes adieu wende „ 


15 kprecſce at large *. 
Theſe general. aſeptions.might be ported yi in 


numerable inſtances ; but to you, Gentlemen, theſe 


inſtances would - be totally. unneceffary. : Vour omen 


experience and obſervation muſt ſuggeſt. ſufficients * 


proofs in confirmation of every thing we have ad · 


vanced *. But what ought particularly to alarm us 


at this time, is, that the Magiſtrates and Councils not 
only diſſipate and embezzle the public revenues, but 
ens really, in their public capacities, contracted: 


fuch enormous debts, that there is no fund fro 


which they can be diſebarged; and theſe debts are 


 eontinually on the encreaſg.—As the Governor and: 
nance of. a. os Fd N 5 5 r 
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r See Lord Raitnes" Stectets of the nee ee wth „ 
+We Mall here mention one general inſtance of the male« - 
adminiſtration of Councils, and that:is, the-almoſt total aliena= 


of the lar L landed property which formetly belonged to 


de communitf of che Barghs: Thefe-lands,. Which wette 
| Fantec 


Equences? —A few of theſe alt we fall now: * — . 5 : 
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one day or anotber and if you do not interpoſe in 

time, and prevent the further and total dilapidation 
olf your publio funde, the evil we have mentioned 
muſt be inevitable. To difeover a remedy, therefore, x 

eorrectiue of theſe public abuſes, is ſurely-of- the laſh 


ole 9 that grey Magi, 


do oblig e the whole Members of 
— of the public debts. 1 


the Communiry-for p 


the towns debts. + ; 

„ Theſe are alarming. eien b e and welt hi 
| ferving your moſt attentive conſideration. —Theſe 
events muſt, from the nature of things, take place 


rtance to- us. all but before we can properly do 


this, we mult endeavour to-inveſtigate their cauſe, 


+44 u re ow; MC Rn e a vio- 1 


© our e ene Bagel: — 43 e | 
pong their annual profits, public:expences, and erecting 


* — A * 5 : 
8 4 7 ? bs * ; , 2 

e N L 55 re 7 : 
. 7 FILLS 


public. works, bave-beeg either. moſt ſhamefully alienated, or 


feued for ſach: trifling duties, that they ate hardly worth the 
collecting : many of theſe lands being now let at a ve a hun- 


gred times the ſum they; are feued at ! — This uoju ſtißable 


_ *© method (ſays Maitland, in his. Hiſtory of Edinburgb) is ſtill 
as practifed:. Alas friends muſt be ſerved at the expenee of 


the city, and prejudice of the injured: citizens,” It is to be 
cee that the gentlemen now in the Councils of the 
Bui gbs, aſhamed. of the mi ſconducł of their piedeceſſbrs in of- 


| fice, will no longer ſtrive · to- ſupport. ſyſtems: ſo· liable by theis 


nature to abuſe, but, generouſly ſacrificing all ſelfiſh conſidera- 


tions to the public good, will,. like true patfiots, contribute their 


aid in effectiug a refgrmation, which muſt reſtore to their fellow 


 Gitizens the . I Met pt rt w e 1 


camitant.advautages.. - 


— 


whs common good, then, ſhould. be inadequate! | 

to diſebarge theſe debts, as in-moftBurghs-it now is, 

and in all it ſoon will be, the public creditors muſt 
either attach our. property for their payment, or, 
| what is equivalent, the Councils muſt. with or witk⸗ 
1+ *qutthe ſanction of Parliament, impoſe on the burgeſ⸗ 
| fes and inhabitants, beer TIE egy ob 


— A 


"© 


| eur Magiſtrat err eee eng eee 
By of the burgeſes amd inhabitants of the i 8, "and; id 

are at full liberty to act as they pleaſe, 
1 #pprobenfion' of controul, or of bei 


eee 


ad account fer their conduct. Men of ſordid mer- 


ceny principles,” ſeeing the great advantages tobe 
derived from getting into Council, employ every en- 

, gine toe ffect this purpoſe, as they know; when _— 
in office, they may continue therein ſo long as ben 
enn agree» to: domiineer. and embezzle the Polin funds # „ 
Thus, we obſerve, that thoſe juntos or actions, 
e ſtabliſned in our Cities and Burghs;/ are often con— 

poſed of the moſt worthleſs of e Who ren- 
Aer the office of Magiſtrate de by their con- 
duct, and odious by their opprefiien. A ſeperate in- 
tereſt is eſtabliſhed, diſtinct from the intereſt af the 
tommunity ; and the public welfare is neglected to · 
promote” the ſordid ꝑurpoſes of individuals. Theſe, 
then, are the ſources of all our grievances ; and, bx 
_ diſcovering. theſe,” we diſcover alſo the remedy: for 
their correction. This remedy is fimple and evi - 
dent. We have only to render the perſons-in- office 
dependent on, and accountable to us for their con- 
duct. But this never can be thoroughly. ee 75 
unleſs we, the burgeſfes, are inveſted with the powers 
of election. For men, WhO derive neither: ancien, L 
nor authority - frotn us, will never ſtudy; by their pub- 
lic conduct, to acquire our approbation; or ſecure 
our favour. We muſt therefore endeavour to ger . 
ĩuto our own. bande the tigbt of- electing our Magi 
ſtttates and Council; and when this ſhall be obtained, 
our abuſes will be completely remedied; for we hath | 
— they: 2 it 1 e to. > leh, ame 11 | 


I; * 
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1 b tt the uit nene 5 . 
ug Committee-of- Burgsſſes at: aberdeen 


| forpaſſingthis Statute ; ſufficient it ia for us to ob. 


/ 


ne public-weat may derive bene. id; 
. and, in theſe ages, ehe Magiyates' dei | 


| . III. 


his right öf e 


under the controut of che burgeſſes and othe eg 
ated like men ho wiſhed to promote the public 


Welfare. But of all theſe privileges, the borgeſſes 


niente and illegally geprived, by an act of 
Parl. Anno 1469. it is not our buſineſs; 
at preſent, to enter into à diſcuſſion of the reaſoms 


ferve, that no reaſon could j juſtify an aQj which: cob» 
bed men of their natural Gs birth right privileges; 
and deftroyed that dependence of the rulers on the 
ruled, ſo effential to all free governments. | 
. vo. Statute, therefore, was certainly 2 moſt ilegel 
yarrantable ſtretch of power; and, though it : 
icht have been really intended to correct one evũ, it 
Na been productive ofevils of a much more dang 
nature. For the Magiſtrates bei ing thus freed frem 
all dependence on the people, and the people deveited - 
of all inſfuence on the Magiſtrates, thiſe acted with- 

out ' controul,' and theſe were obliged. to ſubmit with , 

out remedy. The legal eſtabliſhments in moſt of the 

| Burghs were totally fubverted, and various modes of . bet 
 Ueftion and Lr hen ror eee Fee 8 4 | 
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Ay the PERED 1 7 50 2 „ Burebs, it bs 5 3 40 Thee. 


LED 6 the Provoſt, Bailies, and Counti), ſhall be choſen annual 


„ by the common ſuffrage of all the honeſt men of the Burgh. 


bas 7: Burg. c. 71. 


The l of the Magiſtrates, with reſpect to the ma- 


nagement of the pb blic revenues, was fubject to the review of 


5 the Great Chamberlain of Scotland. This officer, in his annuat 


kireuit⸗ (hong the Burghs, made enquiry, If faithful compt of 


the commv was rendered tothe community of the Burgh,“ 


Kc. and Log in gy we find, that, by rhr forms of the Chams - 
| betlain-Ayr, the 5 ching to be done, after e, the Court, 

"was to call the Magiſtrates, and all others who had had the 
Be ent. of any of the Town's revenue, to be accuſed; and 
anſwer Th things as ſhbuld be Rid to their charge. Ter A 


varu, cap. 1. 3. 39. 45» Kc. 


ü „ 


. olitica W Left WW 
Des without- ch Kor controul, the Magi» _ 
- ſtrates. became. inattentive to every kule, but their 
own, will. Men of all deſcriptions. were admitted. 
into the magiſtracy by the juntos in office; and nei- 
ther qualifications-of any kind, nor even reſidence 
within the Burghs; were required. To rectify theſa 
abuſes, repeated acts of Parliament were made; but 
alas ! theſe acts, not ſtriking at the root of the cor- 
xuptions, by changing totally the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, 
were either inadequate to the purpoſes intended, or 
diſregarded by the Councils“. In ſhort, from this 
fatal Statute, 1469, . have originated all thoſe evils - 

| 49d abuſes i in the Burghs, 4 which we. now Come 
Plain... /- 

It may be obſerved, however, that 1 tbe 
burgeſſes were. thus illegally deprived of their electice 
powers, the revenues of the Burgbs were ſtill under | 

the, regulations. of the great Chamberlain, But this 
office, dangerous by exceſs of power, being ſuppreſ- 
5 fed, he Royal Burghs were left in a ſtate of perfect 
anarchy. - "The magiſtracy, being now no longer un- 
der any check or controul, ſeized upon the public 
revenues, and converted all to their own profit. 5 
Theſe tyrannical and violent proceedings were hea» 
. vily complained of iu. the reign of James V.; and a 
. remedy was provided by AQ 26. Parl. 1535, Or- 
„ gaining the Magiſtrates to bring yearly to the 
= PRO the e 9 e common- 


« ad 
57 70 3 *, goyds 


x 


n n 2 ORE buſioefs to repeat is various ftatutes 
at have been made reſpecting the government of the Bur 8 
and qualifications. of. Magiſtrates. . Suffice it to ſay, that the 
have been. all totally diſtegarded, eſpecially in the ſmaller 3555 
of which many. both of the Magiſtrates 3 Council refide at 
- Rlaces ten or a dozen miles diſtant from the Burghs, and ſome 55 
not nearer than 20 or 30 miles; nor are they ever ſcen ia the 
'Burghs except at the annual eleRions, to receive the ſuffcages- 

of their colleagues in office, or to direct their more important 
1 at an Section os hanna W th e rr ARE 

ide. Let. af Civis.. | e 55 


| 
|| 
| 
[ 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


'S 


ws, 6 
, hs 
' 


"i 
be 
* 


7 
4 
* 


3 
IF 
, 


Ls 
* 


. r ⁵˙ ˙⅛ni.. AT NN OE r 


— 


- 


ſpended for the co 


ever ready tO avoid a public ſcrutiny, defeated 


entirely the purpoſe of the ſtatute, by bringing to'the 


Exchequer only. the accompt-books of cheif expen- 
diture, without any rental of the public revenue to 
found a charge againſt them. To remedy chis de- 
feQ, the ſtatute 28. Parl. 1693, was enacted, which 
* zdminiſtration df their Magiſtrates, have fallen 
t under great debts and burdens, to the diminution 


4 of their dignity, Oc. and therefore ordains, that 


Je Magiftt efort 
d chequer an exact account, charge and diſcharge, 
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rates. hence forth bring to the Ex- 


« of their whole public good. And to enforce 
theſe regulations, a Brieve was iſſued from the Chan- 


. ery, commanding the Magiſtrates to preſent their 
Lecbmpts to the Exchequer, and ſammoning the 


Buttzeſſes to appear and ſtate their objectionz. This 
laſt ſtatute proved an effectual remedy for prevent» - 
ing further embezzlements, by putting means into 


the hands of the Barons of Exchequer to controul 
| the accompts of the Magiſt rates.“ 5 N BLM OPWLE 1 


s 7 
: 
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* 


. 
7 


1 


_- Theſe ſalutary regulations were kept in exact ob. 
ſervance till the union of the kingdoms, when the 
Magiſtrates of the Burghs, ſtill anxious to poſſeſs the 
Incontroulable management of the public revenues, 
and ſuppoſing the Engliſh Court of Exchequer, eſta- 


' bliſhed in Scotland after the union, would overlook 


theſe-regulations (which really turned out to be the 


——b We have been particular in the recital of theſe ſtatutes, as 
the revival of them will form a particular part of our propoſed 


as 


bo 
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to-i ke, Mees ee ſeveral: Burgbe, do not ena 14 
L. This neglect in the Court gs 1 15 
(ae Lor Kaimes) is greatly to be re- 
1 grette 3 becauſe it reduces the: Royal Burgh? | 

«by. the male adminiſtration of their Magiſtrates, 
9 0 10 ſame eee per, that is 1e loudly 
eemplamed ot ſtatutes 15 36 and 1693. 3 
39 ent ; 1 foregoing. wort etch 
bg the d oof the urghs, we have feen, that the 
| government of the Burghs was original ane | 
on liberal principles; that a departure 1 e 
Prinoip pies hes bein productive pf . 1 4 | 
uſes, 'To form, . _ abuſes, 7 6. * 
ur to the inal principles, t at ia, Ire: u rote.” 
municate Pa Burgedes, c. thoſe eiective rights „ 
' whioh they were unjuſtly robbed: by the boot 1499, oo 
and revive-the/other' ſtatutes 1535 and 1693 * 
proceed to conſider Bee 1 
Which, as it is of à more SN, 


Fd 5 


and ꝓublie nature than the firſt, ſo it is conſe⸗ uent⸗ 
;of greater importat event deſerving of out mot 
ric | attention. hy * 1 Og N ? . BY Fink 1 
„ 1 25 my n 2 W 
"It i is an See itind + princp ple af” the Britith © 
that every man be'repreſented in Par- 
n that no man can be bound by any la 
e he: does not deiner, This conſent muſt 75 


Pp | 
« But mus an _ 4 For and oats 8 4 
2 85 us, that of having a jon in the Legiſlation, and being 
* to be governed by ſuch laws as we ourſelves ſhall chuſe, is 
4 the moſt fundamental and eſſential, as well as the moſt ad- 


cus we eee, n Hen Kenn 


FTTH, 
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5 vel vation 1 Ack e eee aan 
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te 13 FI 


by 
every individual, . at N e antun of each. 


community, entitled to delegate e. eie, 


Now, we appeal to you, - Gentlemen, how-far you. 
enjoy this. invaluable privilege of election, which, as 
_ Britiſh ſubjects, is your birth - right? Do you cle 


: © your Repreſentatives in Parliament? No. The Town- . 
_ councils are the ſole. cleQors. Do you elect the 
' Town-councils.?' No. The Town-councils, we have © 


already obſerved, eleQ themſelves.— Thus, the Bur- 
geſſes of Scotland, have not the moſt diſtant connec- 


| 2 tion with the legiſlative body of the realm. They 
| have not the moſt indirect repreſentation in Parlia- 


ment. Ihe Councils are the abſolute electors botk 


of themſelves, and of our Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment. Can we then, Gentlemen, be ſaid to enjoy 

freedom, or the rights of Britiſh: fubjeQs ? Surely 
not. The people of France, and other enftaved na- 
tions, elit with equal propriety, be ſaid to poſſeſs 
_ theſe rights, becauſe they have uſt as great est in 
1 their legiſlature, as we have in ours. 


8 x 1. 
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But let us, Gentlemen, attend to be ente quences. 
4 thus confining the right of election to the Couns 
cils. Theſe. conſequences are numerous, but we 
Thall here mention only a few of them.—It is erer 

an object of the Sreateſt concernment to this nation, 
that the people's Repreſentatives in Parliament be 
men of ability, integrity, and true patriotiſm; for 


Without theſe qualities, inſtead of being of any be- 


nefit to their country, the people have every thing 
to Uread from their corruption. But how can we ex- 


pet repreſentatives: poſſeſſing theſe qualities, when 


factions and jantes are the electors, who make 4 

traffic of the election, and diſpoſe of it per rbaps to 
the higheſt efferer-. The greateſt evil of all (eo 
Lord Kaimes, on this ſubje&) reſpects the choice 


L of our anne, in Parliament, The Ma- 


wet : 1 5 . 9 1 1 en 
e * Zeugs Letters, p. 14˙ a 
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1 giſtr e e n ee en ined temp. 
I * rance, are fit ſubjects to be corrupted by over ad- 
| ET venturer, Who is willing to lay out bis mor 
1 purchaſing a Seat in Parliament. Hence, the in- 5 


it « famous practice of bribery at clections, which is 


the cauſe of many dangergus evils; but what is 
- <-ſtill/ moſt dreadful, tends to fill the Houſer of 


1 Commans with men of äiſſolute manners, void 


. of probity-and- honour,” A few wealthy indi- 
Vviduals, then, however deſtitute of virtue, and every 
otber neceſſary quality, may, by corrupt influence, t 
ſecure the repreſentation of our Burghs, not for one 
term only, but for any courſe of years.. We leave 
it to yourſtves, Gentlemen, to judge, Whether or 
not this be our preſent ſituation? Are our Repre- 
5 preſentatives i in Parliament poſſeſſed of the qualities, 
or actuated by the principles of true patriats?. Are 
||| - theyjmen.of-capacity.and probity ? Are they acquaint» 
ed with the ſtate, of our commerce and manufac-⸗ 
ares, and; attentive to our intereſts. in Parliament 


in 


In ſhort, are tbey ſuch men as we would have fixed 


on, had the election been left to ourſelves? If they 
are, then we have no reaſon to complain. But ß 
they be men of an oppoſite chargcter, if they haue 
obtarued their feats by purchaſe, or by inſſuence, —if 
they be deſtitute. of virtue, of ability, and knowledge 
af our particular intereſts, if they have, on all;oc- _ 
| _ cafions; manifeſted an open contemp̃t and rh e 
ſon oun approbation or cenſure,. What advantages, it 
| may! be alkech can. we expect from ſuch. repreſenta- 
. tivesor rather, what detriment have we not to appre- 
F hadd-from: thaie conduct ? Can ſuch men be able or 
willing to attend to our commercial and manufactur- 
ing intereſts in the formation, of laws? Wilb they 
attend to our: intereſts in general? No. Intent only 
on procuring places and penſions. ſor themſelues and 
adhe rents, they will perhaps neuer once think of the 


mu welfare, | And Weir Ben our een ; 
| | odds Ny dur 
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Dut deareſt inteteſte, be cor ed Tar ich 
wen! Dreadful reflection 1 In fach A Gtaprich war? | 
Vs be ſafe for a moment ! May we -not'expect-to fee - 

_ thoſe perſons, who ougbt to be the protectots of our 
rights and liberties, become” Dy! 0 of all bs 5 L 
Wan BAS 1 on abs or Tag rhe tÞ- 

5 theſe are esu Wy a moſt aharimingn ja. 
3 ure; and ought to rouſe us te active exgrtions to ob- 

tin an alteratiomof ſyſtems, which withhold from us 

{ _. the ptivitege and $f es of Britifly ſubjects, by de- 

| vying: us the right of ole ting thoſe men, to Whom in 

committed the diſpofal of our lives and properties. 

By the laws of the land, we have an indiſputable title 
deo be repreſented in Parliament, that is, to chuſe our 
repreſentatives, | It is therefore, moſt. illegal! an' 

l tyrannicah, 'to. exclude us from the exettife of this 
privilege; We equally contribute to che ſupport * 
government, and are equally qualifigd, by education 
and property, with thoſe who are the Proftnt elec- 
_ tors; and why then ſhould we not equaliy partake 5 
in the rights of election, ſo eſſential to our political 
and perfonal liberty! Thele privileges, therefore, 


Fi, e ought to claim, ez hone ag upotty. "ey aur a. in 
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450 © Though, Baker e . we 4480 ng 
8 dence in out Members of Parliament; jet, we muſt acknou- 
ledge, that, in their pri vate characters, meny of them are per- 
'fons really deſerving: of reſpet, In a particular _ manner, Le 
muſt mention the worthy and truly patriotie George Dempſter, 
Eq; who, both in his BP ublic aud private character, merits our 
| mo cordial: efteem, To that Gentleman this country is p- 
7 'culjarly indebred for his ever- zealous and faithful attention to 
het intereſts; aud indeed he may, with propriety. be termed the” 

. only Repreſentative: in Parliamcat for the 'Burghs of Scotland. 
But it is impoſſible for Mc Dempſter, or any other honeſt Mem- 
ber of Parliament, in the piedicament in which he ſtands, _ 
- -to diſcharge his duty with that ee e and Wen with 

; Which every good man wou wiſh to act. 


+ „% And we (ſays our Claim of Rights) do . demand, Web 
* inſiſt upon all and (ſmgulas the ee as aur undoubted 
- * 1;ohts aud liberties 


r 


„ 


we W . gone e * 6 


e of our ſubject. We have ſhewn, that our 


- preſent ſyſtems; are repugnant to the finciples of 
Juſt and equal liberty, and of the Britiſh-f 
Te have mentioned ſome of the dange 


Conſtitution. 
rous and un- 


happy conſequences. which reſult from theſe ſyſtems, 


and we have pointed eut the remedies. 
of us, we truſt, muſt be convinced of the truth of 

hat we have advanced, and of the neceſſity of a re- 
exhihits 


formation. Indeed nothing more forcibly 
the tyrannical nature af our fyſtems, than obtruding 


upon us Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives, not only 
without our conſent, but often in direct. oppo - 


Every one 


tion to our inclination and defire + For we may 


ſaſely affirmythat, bad the power of ſuffrage been 
fles. and heriters at large, they 
neyer would ke: fixed- on thoſe men who, Zig 
s. it 


"veſted in the burge 


frequently occupied - theſe important offices, 


not theh the moſt grievous bondage, to be this ſub- 


jugated to perſons, in whom we can haye no eonfi- 


dence, and for whom we can 


turning from ſcenes ſo'difmah, we ſhall now proceed 
10 the concluſion of this addxeſs, in which we ſhalt 


conſider a few of the numerous advantages that.mylt 


caftainly be the Len of a thorough. 
h of ſyſtems. _ 
Ft is a maxim which we. have form- 
-erly taken notice of, and which we cannot ſuſſiciène- 
1y inculcate, I bat public office · bearers ſhould hold 


Cr. chaſtan 17 


«© their. offices 


by public ſuffrage, and be zecount- 
„, able to the people for their conduct.“ 


Into 


Whatever ſtate this principle has been adopted and 
eſtabliſhed as a rufe of government, the public 


officers have "alway 
deration, and ben 
public duty 


| behaved with propriety, mo- 
gnity; and every part of their 
bas been performed in a manner bo- 
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have no cſteem ? But, 
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If this agile chen were to be intra into 
out Burgh Syſtems, we would ſoon. behold things 
85 a very different appearance from what they 
nod. Inſtead of ſecing factions and juntos do- 
minecting, without controul, over their fellow. eiti- 
ens, and rioting unreſtrained in the public plunder, 
we would then perceive that the adminiſtrators of 
our Burghs, conſcious of being accountable for their 
conduct, and of their dependence upon the Fier ple, 
would diſcharge their public truſt wk faith lneſs, 
| honeſty, and zeal 3, and would treat the people with 
mildneſs and complacency: And: we, Gentlemen,, 
inſtead of being, as we now are, cypbers in the com- 
- mani; y. —inſtead of being. obliged to ſubmit to the: 
inſults and oppreſſions of the men in office, would: . 
then, acquire that political conſideration and import: 
ance in the community, that weight and figniti- | 
ance in the ſtate, to which we have à title by our 
property and rank in life, and which would forever 
fecure us againſt the inſolence of our Magiſtrates, 
and the neglect of our Repreſentatives. Thus too, 
we would have it in our power to elect into offices 
of truſt, men Hr whom we could have eſteem, and 
in whom: we could kaye confidence. We would. 
then have Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives acquaint- | 
| << with: our local and particular intereſts, who» 
would be attentive to our welfare, and ſtudious to 
merit our approbation. And the right of ſuffrage 
being then ſo widely diffuſed, bribery at elections 
would forever vaniſh, becauſe amoglg. ſach a num. 4 
ber of eleQors it would be impracticable“ 5 
7 5 In the next place, (ſays Lord Kaimes) as there: 
6% would be no temptation for deſigning men to 
« convert the. burden. of the Magiſtracey (and Re- 
* eee into a benefir,, factions and parties: 
Shen WF. would) 
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. we i, as and ihe would be 1 no leſs Sieb 
4 tude: td ſhun the burden, than at preſent is ſeen 


to. obtain it. None would fabmit to the burden 
atfiotic ; Men who would chear- 5 


fully beſtow t 1eir_time, and perhaps their money 
upon the public; and whoſe ambition it would: 
be, to acquite a character, by promoting, by their 
example, induſtry, temperance and ode . 
„ mong their fellow. citizens“ e 
Let us alfo conſider, Gentlemen, he” nimherleſs. 


advantages that. muſt neceffarily proceed” from rhe 


a © of juft and equal liberty among the peo. 
ple.“ Men 5 of their freedom, fays Zeno“, 
ery naturally poſſeſs a love of independence, which: 
inſpires them with that lively unceaſing induſtry, 
„which never fails to enrich. individuals and com- 


munities. bey are excited tot engage in exten- 


of * five. plans for the carrying. on of commerce, arts. 
and manufactures; and-feeF their private intereſt 
'romoted in the ad vancement of the common pro- 

« fperitg.“ We ſhall alſo, Gentlemen, lay beſore 
"you: the opinion of that truly re ſpectable member of. 
Parliament, George Hempſter, Eſq; whoſe judgment 
and knowledge of the ſubject you cannot call in 


queſtion, and whofr authority conſequentiy muſt be 


ef material weight. I am convinced, fays Mr 
« Dempſter, o the great utility derived” to à free 


ſtate from . and widening the bottum e iti 
. electiont; and that that circumſtance, joined to: the 


trial by juries, in civil and mixed cafes, eonſti- 


© tute the wide difference betwizt” England and: 


« Scotland account for their wealth and our po- 


« yerty. z—the happineſs which diffuſes itfelf down: 
% to the loweſt ratiks in England, and the'wretch. 


15 een which: en ene itſelf to the higher 
5 ranks. 


p. 46. | 
% his extract'is taken . Mo Dempſter 5. Letters 


to I K9inburgh Committee. | 
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un nn in Scotland the Engliſh ire "I civil 
. « liberty," and the Scoteb indifference about it; 
44 the manly openneſs” of their character, and the 
* cunning which sur lower claſſes of People are 


1 1, forced, in ſelf-defence, to maße uſe of. Thele 


„ are my invariable opinions, coneeived on dur re- 


, flection and obſervation, and declared on all oc- 


% cafions. I am likewiſe impreſſed very ftron; gly 


"70 with Another opinion, which 1 ſhould: hope! "May 
_ == its Way, ag nothing would more facilitate 
= &very neceffary reformation.” it is, that all runks 


«© of the comminity have u gretit inteseſt in an exteris. 


_ on of the. right of repreſerrtation, as wealth gene ral- 


ly accompanies liberty, and tends to augment. the 
0 King's revenues, and the landed man's rents. 

« And, in a legiſlative view,” the more numerous 
«the conſtituents of an honeſt Member of *Parlia- 


e ment are, the ſafer and eaſier be ſits. A few 


may Took for 8 cfonal favours, but the many Carts 

mz and therefore leck at their 

. Members Lab conduct only.” Thefe are ob- 

eds of a moſt important nature, Which dught to 

2 the attention aud zeal of all men who have: 

portion ef pen ſpirit, © or any Þ and orgs 
9990 Vor private inteteſt. 


Vie oP too, fy: 2 moment, on: Ka moft 


beneficial” effect that will certainly reſult from an 
adminiſtration of our Burgh revenue under a proper 
controuh as directed by the ſtatutes aro thy mentions 
| 2 The revenues of the Royal Burghs, (ſays Lord: | 
<- Kaimes} are ſuppofed to del above 1 40,00 y Cafe 
2 ly. And were this ſum, or the half of it, rw 
ently expended for promoting arts andi induſtry 

by dinong the numerous inhabitants: of Royal Burghs,. 
«the, benefit in à country, fo narrow and poor as 
« Scotland, would be immenſe. It would tend to- 


population ;—it would greatly increafe induſtry, 


1 manufactures, Loa corners beſides Kr 
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«. ing the public revenue. — . If. ie revenues . : 
our Royal Burghs, (ſays another very reſpectable. 


* NS 


2 5 ,authority®*) were well managed; and wiſe] applied 
% for public uſes; the moſt important and even 
.< glorious deſigns,” might, in no great courſe, of 
time, be carried into execution. Not to mention 
« many ſchemes of public good, if the half of the 
& prefent, revenues of the Burghs, was, for Any. 
ye: * time, judicipuſly employed to found. ſchools of in- 
* duſtry,. academies. of-. uſeful arts, and greharies 
„% with praviſion for ſupply. of, grain in years of | 
- ſcarcity, ſuch, as in fact, they have in the Dutch 
towns, can their” be any doubt-that, the molt be- 
s neficial conſequences would ariſe to our Burgbe- 
KC and. "to the whole kingdom?“ Thus, Gentle- 
men, inſtead. of baving our public funds laviſhly: 
ſquandered. er mifapplied, cheſe funds would then 
be laid out, as they really ougnt to be, for the wol- 
fare of the Burgeſſes and inbabitants;, from whom: 
they are levied; and the Magiſtrates - being — 
under the i e check of the Court of, Exche- 
r, we would haue no reaſon to apprehend, any 

burther. dilapidations of our revenues 

We might go. on to. ſpecify. many other 1 
gen of a ſimilar nature. 

ed, are /ome of the benefits, that would certainly 

4 bet: the conſequences. of a thorough change of. ſyb 
tems; and theſe, although there were no. others, 


to obtain theſe advantages, and remedy forever the 
abuſes under which. we now labour, there are juſt 
wwe grand objects which we ought always to keep; 
in view, and for the attainment of which, every ef. 


and moſt. important, is, The rigbt of Eleing. qu 
ee, in Fanlumeni. e Gentlemen,, 


hae. 
: * 
* 
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Theſe we have meution- f 


are ſurely. well worth the acquiring. In, order then: * 


| fort on our part ought to be employed. The firſt 
'F is, The right of, Elling auf. Magiftrates:: The other, 
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wok become a free, erg, and reſpectable people. 


But, it may be aſked, By what means are we to , 
acquire. theſe. privileges ? The. means, Gentlemen, 
are ümple ; and they are“ in our power. Let pe- 
'titions, praying for a reformation of our ſyſtems, be 
dtawn up and ſubſcribed by the Burgeſſes and He- 
ritors of the different Burghs,*. Let theſe petitions 


de laid before Parliament, 208 we. may depend 

on it, that a requeſt ſo reaſonable will 5 be rej 9 

_ ed by the Legiſlature: For the Leg iflature muſt = 
ply with the reaſonable. requeſts « the. people. Be 
on firm, reſolute, and e 5 you red. 


not be afraid of ſucceſs. The legiſlative, part 
* (obſerves Mr Dempſter 4) will be 200 75 3 for a law, 
% conformable to tbe univerſal ſentiments 2 


people, muſt paſs ſooner or later.“ 15 


Animated then by theſe eonſideratiohs, let 4. 
woite tdgether with firmneſs and .cordiality, in the 
put ſuit of meaſures for the attainment of theſe 


*.. -/great, purpoſes. Let a ſenſe of that duty. which 
we owe to ourſelves,. and ta our country, ſtimulate 


us to bring about à reformation, in which our com- 
mon e aud e are fo K fog. 
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WA. 1 0 ich Burgde as ; avs not yet publicly declared tor n 
it will be proper that meetings of the Burgeſſes and Heritors be 
called, and Committees appointed to correſpon and co-operate 


with the Committees in the other Burghs. We therefore ſolemn- 


© Pug h6 ty and Sor ieir the Burgefles and Heritors of the Burghs. 

that have not yet declared, to meet tögether i in a peaceable, legal, 

and conſtitutional manner, and appoint Committees for the pur - 

- poſes above mentioned. We hope that thete are in the ſeveral 
robs many perſons. of public ſpirit, who love their-country, and 
ce its profperity. To theſe men we carnefily recommend this 

Ks y patriotic bu neſs of aſſembling together their fellow Bus- 
geſſes, aud procuring their junction to the General Afciatign 
, already formed; and when this Aſpciation ſhall be ſtrengthened 


Dy the concurrence of all the Warn of bedr its wanne 


Nr will be itteſiſtibſe 
lu the Letter formerly alluded 


3 


| 
| 
| 


$5.4 7 of as 4 Seh we Sia 1 vor - 
the regulation of the Elections, and which we pre- 

ſe to ſubmit to the General Convention of De- 

legates, to be weak 5 e ; 'T his pavers Hons i 
'» 25 follows : VVV . b 
. of te r of Cunt 1. That 
Porations in the different Burghs, ele their Des- 
eons or other Repreſentatives in Council,” fully and 
freely, by common ſuffrage, without the Mee, 
of preſenting lects to the Council, or without being 
| FubjeR, in any manner of way, to the direction or 
controul of the Council. — 2. That the Provoſt, 
_ "Mapiſtrates; and remanent: part of the Council, be 
elected by the reſident and trading Burgeſſes (not 
members of any Incorporations) and the- reſident 
*Heritors poſſeſſing property to a certain extent, and 
ſubject to all public burdens.— 3.. That the elec- 
9 57 be made © ballot, and that there be kept, in 


eee, — 4. That for preventing unfaithful manage- 
ment of the public revenues, the Magiſtrates of the 
different Burghs be obliged to preſent annual!) 
the Exchequer the accompt books of their = ral ; 
l receipts and expenditures, and that, the fame lye 
open for 15 days, in order that the Burgeſles my 


* 


each Burgh, an exact roll of the eleftor's names, 


ede , 


4 


Delegates as at” | 
; wht ballot, — — Fl: 41 
This method of elect! lot, we have thoup Ve" 
... thi proper, as it || lectors more free ret 
1 u e than an other method e are ac 
5 „ with. t, it may be remarked, that t 
a Hot will onl be e in the caſe where 3 
; demanded 5) as will 2 more 
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. all official Intelligence, reſpecking che preſent $a 
pa of Reform, be communicated- to the Public - 
| through: the Channel of het News-paper, known by the 

name of the EDINBURGH EVENING POST,— 5 by 
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